MONTGOMERY COUNTY’S
JAIL MACHINE
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This photograph (1968) depicts one cell, open (o ils entrance, of the rotary jail pertion of the
Montgomery County Jail and Sheriff*s Residence (1882]. The hand crank and gearing used to
rotate the jail cylinder is visible on the right.

THE INDIANA HISTORIAN
ExPLORING INDIANA HISTORY

PunLisHeED B8¥ THE Inoiana HistomicaL Buresaw, STateE oF InDiama




Focus

This issue has been inspired by the
remarkable rotary jail in Crawfordswville,
Monigomery County. As the graph on this
page indicates, every county has a county
jail. ¥Your county jail has undoubtedhy
played an imporiant role in your eounty
history, Take this opportunity Lo investi-
gate your own county jail history.

The timeline on page 3 provides an
overview of jails and treatment of prison-
Ers.

On pages 4 and 5, we briefly investi-
gate the role of county jails using the
history of the Montgomery County jail as
an example.

The rotary jafl and what its Inventors
hoped it could accomplish are the focus
of pages 6 and 7. How the rotary jail

You Be the Historian

Investigale your county’s jail history.

What role has your eounty Jall played in
your county history?

Afler reading this issue, can you sugdest
some reasons why most county jails on
the chart to the right were bullt after
1971.

Where does your present county jall fit in
the charl?

When was the Arst jall structure bullt in
your eounty?

How many jall structures has your county
had? When were they bulli® What con-
struction materials were used T Whal siyle
were Lhe bulldings?

How many of the jaill structures are still
standing. and how are they being used?
Using the information you have gathered
through your research, wrile a jall his-
tory of vour county, Perhaps you can also
creale an exhibit for your schoal, ibrary,
or local museum or historical seclety. Be
sure to deposit coples of your history for
preservailon.

This chart shows the age of the ninety-iuwo county jails opemating in

works Is described on pages B and 9.

On page 10, we bring the history of
the Montgomery County jall up to date.
One of the most notorious and still-
discussed Incidents in Montgomery
County jail history is examined on page
11,

The focus of pages 12 and 13 is a
broad overview of issues and questions
about criminal justice reform. Although a
building is our inspiration here, consider
the human factors of crime and its
victims.,

On page 14, the history of the rotary
jail forms the basis for a map exercise,
The “Apple” on page 15 provides re-
sources for further study.

Indiana County Jails in Operation by Age

Indiona as of July 1904, From Indiana Department of Cormection.
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Jails and Prisoners over the Years

1682  William Penn established confinemant for
criminals in the new colony of Pennsylvania,
abolishing corporal punishmeant except for
miurder,

1763 First jails in Indiana were guard houses of the
miltary posts established by the British army g &
when England ook over the termifory from .

France, gy

1787  Philadelphia Quakers formed first prison reform : igi
group. [ 1

1780 Walnut Street Jail, Philadelphia, provided for the - : a i
first time, separale compariments for women and = | {4
debtors, - &

1782 Morhwest Territory Legislalure established ¥ : i
county jail as first penal institution, See p. 4. I E;

1818 Indiana becomes a state.

1821 First state prison established at Jellersonville. E 2
Management of prison leased 1o highest bidder - s
who then hired out prisoners to cover his costs,

1840 Probafion st inroduced i U, I Massachusetts. ) vtk fo e imbak stary “.:;'-'m e
Dorot campaigned across the couniry,
visiting local jails. Goal was to remove insane ua::m'ﬁ i Eﬁ:‘:ﬁ.‘:ﬁ l:tr nﬁ:: u"
into separate institutions and improve jails. M . m‘-‘.{" hiLfor the

1859  State Prison at Jeffersonville had almaost 500
Inmales; many were minors, SOme Were Women.

1867  Quaker report on prison conditions produced
Indiana law creating a "House of Refuge for 1907  Senlences for cerlain felonies and misdemaan-
Juvenile Offenders” at Plainfield, ors could be suspanded in favor of probation.

1869  General Assambly voted to build a separate Sterilization of cerain criminals and those with
prison and reformatory for women and girls at mental problems authorized in Indiana.
Indianapolis because of Quaker influence. 1813  Galows replaced by electric chair in Indiana.

1889  Indiana Genaeral Assembly created the Board of 1916 Indiana had 6 state penal instilutions, 202 city
State Charities and Corrections with autharity 1o pelice stations and lown lockups, and 90 county
invest prisons and jails. jails.

1893  Indiana General Assembly amended penal code 1930 Division of Parole created within the Department
to stop excessive use of corporal punishment in of Correction, Responsibilities included inspac-
state prisons. tion of county jails.

1897  After 1897, death penalty could be camied out in 19308 Federal government took lead in implementing
Indiana only at the Michigan City prison. new prison methods and revamping parcle

1897  Indeterminale sentence and parole law passed. system.

1898  Indiana jalls and prisons moved inmates with 19508~ Major riots and uprisings took place in prisons
mental problems into the new hospital for the 19708 across the U.S,
crimirally insane in Jeffersonville. 1971 Riol at New York's Attica State Correctional

1898  Women's institution divided into Indiana Facility led to deaths of 39 people. Attica became
Woman's Prison and the Indiana Induwstrial symbaol of failure of LS. penal system.

School for Girls. 1984  Federal government’'s Comprehensive Crime

19008  Juvenile court movement promoted in Indiana. Control Act.

1803  House of Refuge renamed Indiana Boys School. 1987 New federal guidelines for sentencing criminaks.
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“a strong and sufficient common jail”

In June 1939, an article in a news-
letter from the Indiana Department of
Public Welfare stated that “the county jail
is the oldest of our penal institutions,
and today, from the standpoint of the
number of people reached, it is more
important than all other correctional
institutions combined.”

e it anacted That...there shall be erected and estab-
B lished in each and every county...a strong and suffi-

cient commaon jail or prison for the reception and
confinement of debtors and criminals...and also a pillory
whipping-post and so many stocks as may be convenient
for the punishment of offenders and every jail...shall con-
sist of two apartments one...appropriated to...debtors and
the other...for the safe keeping of persons charged with or

convicted of crimes.

Early Indiana jalis usere log structures because of the ready
resources in the forests that coverad the slate. This log ol
buillt, in Nashellle, Browsn Counly, tn 1837, has been preserved

% @ museum and rematng as an example of this ype of
construction. This photegraph was taken etrea 1920 by Frank
Hohenberger. It s reprodused countesy of Hohenberger Photéo-
graph Collection, Lty Librany, Indiana Uniloersity

The institution of the county jail was
established in 1792 under the laws of the
Morthwest Territory, That law [quoted
abowve) was incorporated as part of the
Indiana Territory laws in 1800 and the
new state’s laws in 1816, Laws
under the Constitution of 1851

The history of Montgomery Counity's
jails is probably typical of most Indiana
counties. Monlgomery County was
formed by the General Assembly in
December 1822; the organization was
effective March 1, 1823,

The county’s first jall was erected in
1824, The minutes of the county commis-
sioners, containing jail specifications, are
guoted in Bowen's History of Monigomery
County Indiana: “To be twenty-lour by
twenty from out to oul, the foundation Lo
be laid with stone sunk eighteen inches
under ground and to be tweblve inches
above the ground, making it two feel and
six inches deep, to be three feet wide . . . .7
The specifications continue noting hewn
logs twelve inches square, double walls
with space between, planks twelve and
fourteen inches thick, strong locks, and
iron bars on the windows. The cost of
construction was $250. The jail had a
room for debtors and a “felon’s cell.”

continued the county responsibility.

Through the years, the con-
struction and maintenance of
county jails has been a problem for
all levels of governmeni—and for the
offenders who were placed in those
jails. The 1939 article, for example,
noted that "In the majority of coun-
ties conditions have changed but
litile in the past 50 or 75 years,
except that buildings have grown
alder and dirtier.”
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This Jefferson County jail and sheri[l's residence was
accepded by the Couniy Commissioners tn 1849, It is bl
af brick and stone and (s an example of the Greek Revival
style of architecture in the mid-nineteenth century. The
vacated struciure still stands in Madison, and sel-guided
tours are avallable. The photograph was taken cirea 1965,

Husnwis Arwerionn Budiiogs

After the Montgomery County log jail

bumed in 1827, a new jail was built by
the county commissioners, “which had a
small dungeon in a part of the building.
where the worst type of criminals were
kepl,” according to Bowen's History.
Information aboul this jail is avail-
able In the Indiana Stale Journal an
Indianapolis newspaper, August 17, 1847.
The Jall of Monigemery County,
Crawiordsville, is of the worst and mosi inconve-
nient construction. The bulkding 1s brick, sne story
and basement; and nchades the keeper's residenee

om the upper floor. and the debior's room, and
dungeon below,; these are entered rom the keeper's

family-reom, through a trap-door, descending over
a stalr, seven foel inle & most dreary. damp,
meauldy place. The dimensions are about fourteen
feet aquare. Walla thick, windows grated: one
prisanct. Aughist Bth. 1848. | was told that the
Grand Jury had more than onoe, declared this
prisen a nuisance, and [ am sure every inleligent
ohserver will fully concwur in this opinlon. The
remarkahle neatness of the keeper's department,
amsuiredd the right fulflliment of his duties.

Cost of the Jall $1.600,
These comments are part of a report by
the noted reformer, Dorothea Dix, who
visited several Indiana lacilitics in 1846
and 1847, Reports of her inspections
were published in the Indiang Stole
Journal from August through October,
1847, The Montgomery County jail was
not the only Indiana jail criticized by Dix,

This stone and brick Montgomery
County jail was replaced in 1882, According
to the 1939 Public Welfare article,

The vasi majority of Indiana jails now in use
were buflt . . . between 1860 amd 1900, The

This Hanecock County Jail in
Greenfleld was built elrea 1870, If ix
brick and buili in the Second

style. It is mow used for the cowrndy
prosecutor's office.

Negboen FORCI0M

Naas Phans Callecison, Indians Historicall Socicly,

majority of these are constructed on the same
grmeral plan. The jail. of stone or brick construc-
tion. is usually situated In the rear of and con-
nectod with the sheriils resddence. In the cenier ol
the jall biflding will be found a one or two Her eell
block, usually of steel bars or strap ron.

The architecture of the 1882 Mont-
gomery County jail was typical of its
time—an elegant Eastlake /Queen Anne-
style building. The sherfT's residence was
included. However, the jaill structure was
unique. 1t was the first rotary jail con-
structed in the United States.

Sources: Theodore C. Pease, Laws of the
Northuwest Territorny, | 788-1800 [Springlleld,
IL: Ilinois State Historical Library, 1925), 77-
T8; Public Welfare in Inciana, Vol 48, No. &
klune 1838), 5-6; History of Montgame y
Coundy Indiana (Indianapolis: A. W. Bowen &
Company, [1913]). Vol. 1, 53-55.
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Speaiontions of Patmiv—aly 13, 1850 p 238

Ha. 344,358,

Why a Rotary Jail?

Willlam H. Brown and Berjamin F,
Haugh, Indianapolis. applied for a patent
on April 12, 1881 for an improvement in
jails, which came to be called the rotary
jail. The patent, No. 244,358, was
granted July 12, 1881.

The patent
application
clearly indicates
their intention:
*The object of
our invention is
io produce a jail
or prisan in
which prisoners
can he controlled
withoul the
necessity of
personal contact
between them
and the jailer or
guard, and
incidentally to

I Bhmsis—dhE |
. 0 NROWHN & B, F. HAD0H,

Jik L B FRIBDT,
Fabenlad July 19, 10881,

provide it with
sundry conve-
niences and
advaniages not
usually found in
prisons . .. ."
Included in
the patent
application are

This (fustration 5 Figure 1 from the patent
application jor the rofony jail

descriptions and

drawings o

explain how the

invention works and why it is an im-

provement over existing systems. Among

the advantages noted are the following
features:

# the cells are completely enclosed and
communication between prisoners and
escape would be very dillicull;

» the jail keeper is safer since only one
prisoner at a time can be released from

a cell:

# ventilation through the central shaft is
superior winter or summer;

« g toflet Mushed from the central shaft is
available in each cell.

The first rul:.a.t}rja.il in the United
States was bullt in Crawfordsville, Indi-
ana in 1882 using substantially the
design in the patent drawings. Appar-
ently, sixteen other rotary jails were built
in the 1.5, The later buildings Incorpo-
rated changes from the original patent.
Twelve of those later jails were built by
the Pauly Jail Building and Manufactur-
ing Co. of Saini Louis, Missouri. A Pauly
catalog circa 1897 echoed the patent
application: “In this system of cells there
are at least six principal and essential
features ., . . First. Security of Prisoners.
Second. Safety of the Jailer. Third,
Classification of Prisoners. Fourth.,
Perfect Ventilation. Fifth. Unexeelled
Sanitary Arrangements. Sixth, Architec-
fure,”

The catalog continues, promoting the
virtues of the design: “the mechanical
devices are not only sclentific in principle
but perfectly simple and easily operated
when fully undersiood, and not lable to
get out of order if properly managed.” The
company invited prison reformers to look
at its designs lor the best in the couniry.

Advertising lor the rotary jall empha-
sized humane concern for prisoners as
well as security for the jailers, Unfortu-
naltely, as the history of the Montgomery
County and other rotary jails demon-
strates, the machine falled the test of
human habitation.

The latter half of the nineteenth
century was a time of expanding concern
for the human condition. The poor, the
sick, and the disadvantaged—including
those in jalls—were the object of reform
efforts. This was also the period of the
Industrial revolution and a growing belief

The Indiana Hisforlan October 1994
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Clid il Wiiseiim, Crasliedevile ledilasa.

that science and machines could solve
the problems of society. The rotary jail—
described by the Pauly catalog “as a
masterpiece of mechanism™was a
product of ils tme,

Sources:; Mustrated Descriptive Catalogue . . .
Pauly Jail Bullding and Manufacturing Co.
(Salnt Louls, [1897]): Specifications af Pat-
ents—JSuly 12, 1881, patent no. 244 358, pp.
TO8-B00; Earl Bruce White, “The Rotary Jall
Revisited,” typed manuscript at the Old Jail
Museum, Crawlordsville; Waller A, Lunden,
*The Rotary Jall, ar Human Squirrel Cage.”
Journal of the Soclety of Architectural Histor-
ans, Vol, 18, No, 4 (December 1958, 149-57;
DeSantis, Shaping of Modern Amertea, 1, 17
Brooke Hindle and Steven Lubar, Engtnes af
Change (Washinglon, I0.C: Smithsonian
Insttublon Press, 19B8), 270,

The Pauly Co. eataleg includes typical floor
plans for a ratany jall and sherlf]"s residence.
This reproduction shouss the flrst

Moor plan of a structire,

m: P = T [iemi [,
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The Monigomery County rotary jadl
is a large and very simple machine. The
two-story circular unit resis on 16
equally-spaced roller bearings. By Lurn-
ing a hand crank, a series of gears and
shafls are pul into motion which enables
the 40,000 pound [estimated weight) cell
structure to rolate clockwise or counter-
clockwise around the central shaft. Hand
cranks are located on both levels and
either will activate the whole unit, The
revolving part is surrounded by stalion-
ary bars with one doorway on each Moor,
The stationary bars form the outlside wall
of the cells. The doorway allows access in
and out of each individual cell only when
the cell is aligned with that doorway.

Souree: Drew
Schirtzinger, “Old Jaill

How Does a Ro

Key to lllustrations
rotating cell cylinder (area shaded black)

1a —cell
1b —bunk
1c —toilet

2 stationary iron bars which encircle cell eylinder

3 center space containing central shaft,
vantilation outlet, and sanitation

Technobogy,™ Ly ped i —

manuseript of a speech,
1994 located at Old
Jail Museum,
Crawfordsville.

e

This vlew of the
rotary jail & from
aboriny, looking doton
on ang floor of the cefl
wrelt arned its
surmoundings,

INustraiions an Uese pages ars sdapied rom
Deuiiangs of Palenls July 13 1850, Palenl Mo 244 358
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tary Jail Work?

Thiz is a cross-section wlew of the rotary Jail. The strnectiece hos four
Moors, Parts of the operationol mechanism, heating, and santation 5
systems are located in the basement. The first and second floors contain Prisoners playing cards, (n cormidor

the rotating cell unit. The second floor alse has a women's cell and a cell outside cells, Montgomery
for the tnsane which are not physically part of the rotating untt. The County Jall. 1938

ooodden-fioored third level is stationary; if sevved as the infirmary and
termporary holding area for fuveniles,

Ol Jall Masum, Couwderibville, [Bdune

Central shaft with main bearing ring and supporting ribs in the
basemnent, 1968, This jafl was the only rotany Jail built to rest on a
cenfral cotumn; the others were suspended from the supports.

© Copy g [ralisna Hisiorial Mums 1954 The indiana Hisforman October 1994
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The Montgomery County Rotary Jail

View in 1968 of
second floor catualk,
Jrom corridor outside
cofls, af the
Maontgomery Colniy
rodary fail

10

The Monigomery Counly rolary jail
apparently was considered adequate for
some years after it opened in 1882,

In 1889 the Indiana General Assem-
bly created the Board of State Charities
and Corrections which had power to
invesligate all county jails, The State
Depariment of Public Welfare, created in
March 1936, assumed those duties.
Today, standards for county jails are
under the authorty of the Depariment of
Correction, governed by the Indiana Code—
Title 11, Article 11, Chapler 4,

Records of inspection have not been
located for earlier years. On July 20,
1912, however, the Board of State Charl-
ties report of an inspection visit noted
problems in security and managemeni.
The September 30, 1913 summary report
was more complele in its criticism:

Monigomery county jail is a strong. brick and
pleel budkbing. bt it {s not sale, None of the
windows ane properly screcmved and there are

T (¥ il Muscum, Crowiordedlle. adinne

no bars ar seresns on the third foor whese the
women's department ia located. Recently a

priscner who was working on that floor
jumped from a window bt was caught before
he escaped. A boy acckdentally fell from a
window on the same Ooor. A jaller 18 employed
but the mamagement 18 not very satlsfaciory.

The January 11, 1933 visit by the
Board of State Charities resulted in the
following condemnation: “This obsolete
type of revolving cell-block should be
replaced . . . ." On June 2, 1939, the
Indianapolis Star reported that the Mont-
gomery jail was one of fifteen county jatls
in the stale listed by the State Welfare
Department as “unfit for human habita-
tion."

Ower the next decades, there are
reports of efforts to repalr or replace the
rotary jail. As reported in the Indianapolis
News, March 20, 1969, however. James
Clark, an Inspector with the Department
of Correction, remarked that T can't
think of a worse jail in Indiana.” He
recommended that the jail be closed
immediately.

Finally, a new Monlgomery County
jail was built, several blocks to the west.
Prisoners were transferred (rom the old
jail in June 1973, The rolary jail was
listed in the National Register of Historic
Flaces on May 1, 1975 and is included in
the Historic American Engineering Record.

In 1975, the Montgomery County
Cultural Foundation was founded to
preserve Lhe jail. The Old Jail Museum
opened in December 1975. lis purposes
are Lo preserve and display Monlgomery
County history and to restore and exhibit
the rotary jail and sherill's residence.
Sources: Indlana Board of Stale Charilles
Reports, Indiana State Archives, Commilsaion
on Public Becords: Public Welfare tn Indiana.

Vol. 49, No. & flune 1939, 5; The Oid Jail
Museum brochure.

The Indiana Historian Oclobar 1894

O Copyright Indimas Hmizrzel B 1684



An Infamous Case—and the Lore

Omne of the most notorious events at
the Montgomery County rotary jaill was
the case of John Coffes in 1885, The case
is part of the history of the jail and the
lore of Crawfordsville,

The Facts of the Coffee Case

* On the night of January 7, 1885,
James and Elizabeth McMullen were
murdered in thelr Montgomery County
home. The house was set on fire, and
much evidence was destroyed,

# A young man named John Coffee was
arrested for the murders. He conlessed
three separate Umes, eventually nam-
ing several accomplices.

¢ Coffee's case went Lo tdal. He was
found guilty and was sentenced to be
hanged.

* A scalfold was buill and rope was
purchased. The system of execution
was iested several times using a 150
pound bag of sand.

¢ On October 15, 1BB5, John Coffes was
hanged; the rope broke twice before a
third attempt ended his life,

* His execution was witnessed by ap-
proximately 200 people who had been
issued Lickets to watch from inside the
fenced jail yard even though public

execulions had
been banned in
1852,

# No one else was
punished for the
crime,

Some Colfes Lore

Numerous
questlons remain
unanswered aboul
the case, Michael

ELHCUTION 0
JOHN W, i COFFEE,

- AT CHAWFONDEYTLLE, INTUANA,
- Pﬂﬂ, il-l-'r.‘h-h;nr Doiober, 1588, :
, BN 6 0 e i v B o -
b Alemander , Bherl M. C. Iad.:

About two hoodred fickets have bets
imged and (be clamor for (he magle cand-
boands bes been frighifol,

Berger, Curator of the Old Jail Museum,
provided part of the lore that has grown
from controversy over the case.

* Many believe that the ghost of Coffee
haunts the old rotary jail. Every Octo-
ber, the museum’s securily systems
indicate that someone is moving
around inside the jail and house

during the night.

= Others believe thal the jail is haunted
by the ghost of the sherill, who knew
that others were involved in the mur-
ders butl allowed only Colfes to be

punished,

* Other versions have Coffee as the Tall

guy’ in local gang
activities,

Sources including
illustrations:
Crawfordsville
Star, Dclober

n

THE EXECUTION OF MEHN W, C. OOFFEE.

15, 1885,
reprinted as a
MUSEUT S0UVe-
nir, 1994;
“Maonlgomery
County Justiee,”
Indianapalis
News, Oclober
22, 1885, p. 4.

You Be the Historian

= Many questions about the Coffes case will
probably never be answered because an-
swers are burted with the participants.
Some questions could, perhaps, be an-
gwered in avallable offictal records. Talk
with & law enforcement official. for ex-
ample, to see how you would go about
researching this problem. Is there a noto-
rious crime or eriminal in your area; has
a legend or lore been created about it?
What Is fact; what is lore?

= Lore can develop in any environmenL
Dioes your family. school. or community
have any events which have become lore?
Ask several people to relale the story.
Does each person tell it the same way?
What does this exercise demonstrate to
vou abowt evidence of accounts of any
evenl when conducting historical re-
search?

© Sopygrd |mdara Halokal Bursay | #58 The Indiana Historign Octobar 1984 1



This grafjiti, eirea
19651968, was

photographed on a
second floor cell wall
af the Montgomery

County fail

Reflections on Reform

In a 1939 issue of Public Welfare in
Indiana, Edwin H. Sutherland, head of
the Department of Sociology, Indiana
University, noted that *Those who know
what jails are have regarded them as one
of the most harmful parts of the whole
system of criminal justice and as poten-
tially the most beneficial.” Over many
decades prior (o and afier thal time,
gquestions aboul what to do with law-
breakers have been considered and
reconsidered,

Criminal justice reform, however,

involves nol only legal issues but issues of

religion, education, and politics. Such
reform efforts focus on the aften conflict-
ing goals of punishment and reformation.
There are also the moral dilemmas re-
garding the rights of victims and the
protection of society.

el Jad) Mussum, Crasfordeyville, b,

In the mid-nineteenth century,
Dorothea Dix and other individuals
campaigned to make the public aware of
the shortcomings of jails and prisoner
treatment throughout the country. Quak-
ers and other religious groups have
pressured lawmakers lor reforms, Citizen
groups have organized for jail reform and
prisoners’ rights. Some progress has been
achieved by such reform efforts at various

poinis in our history,

Amos Butler, Seeretary of the Board
of State Charities of Indiana, in a 1900
review of reformaltion, wrote that “All
prisoners are not criminals by nature,
Some may be, bul most have wandered
from the path of rectitude and need
correct adjustments to the conditions of
life.” Butler's goal to return as many
olfenders as possible back to productive
Iives in communities remains as crucial
today.

Prisoner riots in the United States in
the 1850s-1970s demonstraied the fallure
of reform efforts. The federal government's
reaction to the riots was the 1984 Com-
prehensive Crime Control Act. New, more
strict guidelines for sentencing criminals
were established in 1987, and prison
overpopulation has accelerated at an
alarming rate,

Programs through the Indiana
Department of Correction are trying now
Lo return some control to communities in
the handling of olfenders. Indiana institu-
tions still have regular complainis about
conditions and treatment of offenders, Al
the Indiana Stale Prison in Michigan City,
however, a prisoner organizalion, Lifers
United for Penal Progress, presents
concerns of prisoners directly to members
of the Indiana Ceneral Assembly.

The Indiana General Assembly's
Interim Study Commitiee on Correction
Izsues will make recommendations io the
1995 General Assembly based on mem-
bers’ research of prison lssues, including
Juvenile programs, elderly prisoners,
education, overpopulation, early release,
and work rclcase.

The constitutions of the United
States and Indiana guarantee certain
rights and freedoms Lo individuals, With
the rights, however, come responsibilities
defined by laws. When laws are broken,
the right to freedom may be compromised

12
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Dorothea Dix [1802-1887] devoled
most of her life (o the relformation of
prisons and the establishment of facili-
ties for the mentally ill. She travelled
over sixty thousand miles Lo visit insti-
futions such as county jails, hospitals,
and poorhouses, She often found in-
mates living in deplorable conditions.

and talking with citizens and govern-
ment officials, she informed the public
that efforts were needed to insure
healthy environments and humane
treatment for all people held in institu-
tions, Numerous new facilities were
built or old ones improved as a resull of

her campaign.

By writing articles, giving speeches,

Dorothea Dix: Intrepid Crusader

Dix visited several facilities in
Indiana in 1846- 1847, She wrote

a serles of articles which

peared in the Indiana Siaie

Journal, an Indianapolis
newspaper, from August

through October 1847 under

the title “Jails and Poor-
Houses of Indiana,”

Spurces: 1.5, Congress,
Senale, Memorial qf'ﬂ.L
Dix. 30th Cong., 18t sesa.,
1848, M. Doc. 150; Francls
Tifany. Life of Dorothea
Lynde Dix (New York:
Houghton Milllin Co.,

1 &0,

within the limiis of the
criminal justice sys-
tem. How to balance
the rights and free-
doms of all individu-
als has provoked—
and certainty will
continue Lo provoke—
major legal and social
debates. Perhaps, the
Montigomery County rotary jail,
self-contained and circular by design, can
be considered a symbol of criminal justice
reform.

Sources: Sullivan, Prison Reform Movement;
Cost of Incarceration: Is There A Better Way?
(M.p.: Lifers United for Penal Progress, n.d.);
Public Welfare in Indiana, Vol. 48, No. & [Junes

18939); Inlertm Sludy Commilies on Correction
Issues, Minutes, June 30, 1984; Amos W,
Butler, The Development of the Reformatony
ldeq in Indiana Rlellersonville: Indiana Refor-
malory Prinling Trade-School, 1900},

ap-

Consider the lzasuas

Brainstorm with your classmates by list-
ing all the words you can think of that
have something to do with breaking the
law. Put the worda In lsts aceording Lo
thelr related meanings. How many words
can you come up with that mean “to be
locked up,” “prisoner,” “pamle,” “refor-
mation,” ele.7 Look the words up in a
dietionary, How many of your words are
slang terms? Why do you think there are
g0 many words relating to jails and pris-
oneTs’

Refer to the U.5, and Indiana Consiiiu-
tlons and thelr amendments. What ar-
ticles deal directly with freedom amd
crime?

Break lnlo research and discussion
groups. Have each group consdder a crimi-
nal justice problem from the past or
present. What is the problem? Solutions
lried? Why lalled or succeeded? Ruﬂeﬂ
salutlons and how (o accomplish them.

& Coprrigh indiarm Himiora) Bursay |9
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An Apple for Everyone

Selected Resources

Student Reading

* Hrown, Gene. Violence on
America’s Streets. Brookfield, CT;
The Millbrook Press, 1992

Street crime, gun control, the
criminal justice system, and other
aspects of erime and violence in
mcdern America are discussed on
an intermediate reading level.

* Schleichert, Elizabeth. The Life
of Dorothea Dix. Frederick, MD;
Twenty-First Century Books,
1992,

Dix, a nineteenth-century
reformer, devoted much of her life
Lo improving the treatment of the
mentally 1ll. This concern led her
to prison reform. For intermedi-
ate readers.

* Warburion, Lois. Prisons. San
Diego, CA: Lucent Books, 1993,

This excellent book discusses
prison history. philosophy of
punishment, prison conditions,
and reforms.

General Sources
* DeFord, Mirlam Allen. Stone
Walls: Prisons from Fetters to
Furloughs. Philadelphia: Chilton
Company, Book Division, 1982,
An easy-Lo-read sunvey of world
jail and prison history,
#* DeSantis, Vincent P, The
Shaping of Modern America: 1877-
1820, Arlinglon Helghts, IL:
Forum Press, 1989,
A survey text,
* Goldfarb, Ronald. Jais: The
Lltimate Ghetto. Garden City, NY:
Anchor Press/Doubleday, 1975,
This book locuses on Lhe his-
tory of loecal American jails and
their particular problems.
= Marshall, Helen E, Dorothea
Dix: Forgotten Samaritan. Chapel
Hill: The University of North

0 Ty g | Pl Hialormd Bursay 1

Carolina Press, 1937,

Biography of Dix and examina-
tion of her role as champion of
reform in human dignity for those
who are institutionalized,
= Mays, G. Larry, and Joel A.
Thompson, eds. American Jails:
Public Policy Issues. Chicago:
MNelson-Hall Publishers, 1991,

Collection of papers dealing
with current jail issues.

* McKelvey, Blake. American
Prisons: A History of Good Inten-
tions. Montclair, NJ: Palterson
Smith, 1977.

An in-depth look at the history
of American prisons—origins,
reform movements, and fature
prospects.

* Phillips, Clifton J. Indiagna in
Transition: The Emergence of an
Industrial Commonwealith, 18580-
1920. Indianapolis; Indiana
Historical Bureau & Indiana
Historical Society, 1968,

Standard source [or the period.
# Srhneekloth, Lynda H,, Marcia
F. Feverslein, and Barbara A,
Campagna. Changing Places:
Remaking Institutiomnal Budldings.
Fredonia, NY: White Pine Press,
1992,

This book covers the reasons
why, and the how-to of the preser-
vation of historic institutional
bufldings.

* Sulltvan, Larty E. The Prison
Reform Movement: Forlormn Hope.
Boston: Twayne Publishers, 1950,

A history of American prison

reforms.
* Thornbrough, Emma Lou.
Indiana in the Clll War Era, 1850-
1880. Indianapolis: Indiana
Historical Bureau & Indiana
Historical Soclety, 1965; re-
printed, 1992,

Standard source lor the period.

Special thanks to Michse] Barger, Di-
rector and Curator of the C0d Jall M-
seum in Crawfordeville, for sharing his
thme, knowledge, and enthusieam,

Special Resources

The following facilities are listed
as museums open to the public by
the Assasiation of Indiana Muse-
ums. Additional jails have been
preserved and are used for other
lunctions.

* Indiana State Police Youih
Education and Historical Center,
Indianapolis. This new museum
includes crime and punishment,
law enforcement. investigative
techniques, and a reference
library. Tours can be specially
designed. Call Jerry Federspeil,
317-B99-8203,

* Old Log Jaifl and Chapel in the
Park Museums, Greenfleld, 317-
462-TTBO,

* HKosciusko County Jail Mu-
seuim, Warsaw, 219-269-1078.

* Old Jail Museum,
Crawfordsville, 317-362-5222,

= 0ld Jail Museum, Alblon, 219-
636-2803.

= (Md Jail Museum, Valparaiso,
219-465-3595,

A Wals Regurding Nessarees: lirme ere lwied on
Lhis page thal erhance work with the topic disossssd.
Heomr okder (tema, sspecually, may inelude dated
practires s idems thai mre no longer grmesally
arve(iial Reamarees Felecllng curenl praciees are
sule] whienever possiEle
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